ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF LIGHT 2015

What is the International Year
of Light?
The International Year of Light and
Light-Based Technologies (IYL 2015)
is a global initiative adopted by the
United Nations to raise awareness of
how optical technologies promote
sustainable development and provide solutions to worldwide challenges in areas such as energy, education, communications, health, and
sustainability.

Who is running the International
Year of Light?
The UN resolution A/RES/68/221 designates UNESCO as the lead agency
in cooperation with a consortium
of hundreds of worldwide partners
and the UNESCO International Basic
Sciences Programme (IBSP).

How will it achieve its goals?
IYL 2015 programs will promote
improved public and political understanding of the central role of light
in the modern world while also cele-

brating noteworthy anniversaries in
2015—from the first studies of optics
1000 years ago to discoveries in optical communications that power the
Internet today.

When will events begin?
The first official event is the Opening
Ceremony over 19-20 January 2015
at UNESCO HQ in Paris. Other events
will take place all year, starting on
New Year’s eve 2014!

Where can I find information?
Please browse www.light2015.org
for information on national contacts,
events, resources, videos and more!

Get Involved!
To get involved please contact the
Global Secretariat located at ICTP, the
UNESCO Category I Centre in Trieste,
Italy (Secretariat: light2015@ictp.it)
or the International Basic Sciences
Programme at UNESCO HQ in Paris,
France (Jean-Paul Ngome Abiaga:
jj.ngome-abiaga@unesco.org)
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THE PARTNERSHIP
Founding Partners of IYL 2015 are the American Institute of Physics (AIP), the
American Physical Society (APS), the Deutsche Physikalische Gesellschaft
(DPG), the European Physical Society (EPS), the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP), the IEEE Photonics Society (IPS),
the Institute of Physics (IOP), the International Society for Optics and Photonics (SPIE), the Light Science & Applications (LSA), the lightsources.org
International Network, The Optical Society (OSA) and 1001 Inventions.
Patron Sponsors include Bosca, Royal Philips Lighting, the International
Association of Lighting Designers (IALD), Thorlabs and UL.
Gold + associates include Axis Lighting, China International Optoelectronic
Expo (CIOE) and International Commission on Illumination (CIE)
IYL 2015 is endorsed and supported by hundreds of other sponsors and
collaborating partners.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The International Year of Light will reach an audience of tens of millions of
scientists, industry leaders and members of the public worldwide. Sponsorship is an exclusive opportunity to showcase your sustainability vision,
strategies and practices before this world-class audience, and demonstrating your support for the aims of the International Year of Light. Sponsors
include industry partners, universities, research bodies and many others
seeking to create new or expand existing global partnerships.
Please contact light2015@ictp.it for details.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Window on Nature

Photonics

Light is one of the main ways that
we enjoy and understand Nature.
Central to life on our planet is the
interaction of sunlight with the
biosphere. The spectrum of light
from Gamma-rays to radio waves
provides insights on the origin and
evolution of the Universe.
For centuries, efforts to understand
the nature of light have revolutionized every field of science and have
involved major figures from Ibn Al Haytham to Einstein. Advanced research in
light science and applications is inspiring new discoveries and opening new
frontiers that are transforming the
modern world.

Light-based or photonic technologies provide access to information,
promote sustainable development
and increase societal well-being.
Photonic industries are major economic drivers and have revolutionized
and impacted society through medicine, communications and energy.
Advanced optical fibre networks
form the backbone of the internet,
connecting the world, and allowing
even remote areas of the world
access to news and education.
Photonics is ubiquitous in our daily
lives: from simple corrective eyeglasses
to Smartphones. Photonics is a key
enabling technology of the future.

SUSTAINABILITY AND THE FUTURE
Development

Lighting and Society

The science and technology of life
are essential for the future development of humankind, and in the
search of solutions to solve global
problems in the provision of energy, in sustainability and healthcare
through international cooperation.
The IYL 2015 will focus on actions to
promote the importance of lighting
technology in sustainable development, and for improving quality of
life in the developing world.
Important actions will be also dedicated to improve the public understanding of how light and light-based
technologies are central to the future
development of the global society.

Whilst modern lighting provides
important and crucial opportunities
in improving quality of life, raising
awareness of the issues of efficient
lighting and light pollution will
also be an important feature of the
IYL 2015.
Light pollution not only hides
from us the beauty and wonder of
the night sky, but also impacts on
the environment and is an unnecessary and costly waste of energy.
A central goal of IYL 2015 is to support societies in tackling challenges
of energy efficiency and intelligent
lighting to clear new paths to a sustainable future.

ILLUMINATING EDUCATION AND CULTURE
Education

Culture

Light is the perfect catalyst to promote science education among
young people, which is a lever towards promoting higher education and
encouraging careers in multidisciplinary fields in general.
The IYL 2015 will build worldwide
educational capacity through activities
targeted on science for young people,
addressing issues of gender balance,
and focusing especially on developing
countries and emerging economies.
Educational actions will also celebrate important anniversaries in
science history, from the first studies
of optics 1000 years ago to modern
developments in internet technology.

Light has influenced and continues
to influence human culture. The study of the continuous links between
light and culture throughout history
provides valuable insights into the
interactions between science and
art and the humanities in general. In
addition, studying the interactions
between light and art is central to
understanding and appreciating
our cultural heritage.
Furthermore, light has a major
influence on the visual and performing arts, literature and human
thinking. This theme will provide an
important bridge between science
and culture.

